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his conception of the book. Born in a district rich in fossil plants he began as a 
boy to make collections, and this continued for nearly half a century. " Now in 
the evening of his days he thinks it right to endeavor to place before the world a 
summary of facts, and of bis own matured conclusions, — feeling, however, that 
nothing can be final in this matter, and that he can only hope to sketch the pres- 
ent aspect of the subject, and to point the way to new developments." The object 
of this work is to give in a connected form a summary of the development of the 
vegetable kingdom in geologic time. Tbere is an introductory chapter giving pre- 
liminary ideas of geological chronology and of the classification of plants, and the 
succeeding chapters range through the various eras, concluding with a statement 
of general laws of origin and migration of plants, and the relation of recent and 
fossil floras. We quote an interesting paragraph from the concluding pages: 
"What we have learned respecting this wonderful history has served strangely to 
change some of our preconceived ideas. We must now be prepared to admit that 
an Eden can be planted even in Spitzbergen, that there are possibilities in this old 
earth of ours which its present condition does not reveal to us; that the present 
state of the world is by no means the best possible in relation to climate and vege- 
tation, that there have been and might be again conditions which would convert 
the ice-clad arctic regions into blooming paradises, and which at the same time 
would moderate the fervent heat of the topics. We are accustomed to say that 
nothing is impossible with God ; but how little have we known of the gigantic pos- 
sibilities which lie hidden under some of the most common of His natural laws." 

Mr. Henslow is an English botanist of distinction, and presents us in his 
treatise* with some original discoveries and theories connected with the morphology 
of plants and flowers. After giving in a short preface a survey of the opinions and 
discoveries on the subject, he states that his object here is to endeavor to refer every 
part of the structures of flowers to some one or more definite causes arising from the 
environment taken in its widest sense. In short, he deals with the " why " and 
the " wherefore" of the differences and peculiarities of form in the floral world. 
The work contains a vast amount of information, and botanists everywhere will 
regard it as an important contribution to the literature of the science. The 
author believes that the entire flora) world has come into being as the result of 
the responsive action of the protoplasm through the " irritations set up by the 
weights, pressures, thrusts, tensions, etc., of the insect visitors." How he deals 
with this subject, and conducts the reader through the processes of his reasoning, 
we have not space to dwell upon. He very modestly, however, offers his reason- 
ings and conclusions as suggestive only. 
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